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might have been amidst the 'dry places' through which
walked 'the unclean spirit' of the parable (was he called
Jumma?) 'seeking rest, and finding none'. For nearly
ten miles we rode on, meeting an occasional wayfarer
on horse or camel, and once or twice even a lorry,
A family of five, mounted on two ponies, were on their
way to condole with a relative. A fakir on foot was
returning from a similar mission to his pir, who had just
been bereaved. When we seemed completely cut off
from the abodes of men, a dark mass rose against the
horizon, at first hardly higher than the sea of scrub, then
gathering form and size like a distant shore seen from
a ship. This proved to be the trees of Koranga, and as
we passed under their shade I felt as if I were entering
a new world. Actually, it was the district of Multan,
but for the moment, with tree and field transfigured by
the setting sun, it seemed like an enchanted land. And
all the result of an insignificant canal.1

[14 MILES]

1 One of the Sidhnai canals which are fed by the Ravi.

In view of what is said in this chapter about charms and jinns, it is
interesting to note that a member of the Legislative Assembly (Sir Bomanji
Dahal) attributes his escape, when last April a bomb was thrown into the
middle of the Assembly, to a gold charm 'given him by an astrologer*,
which he was wearing as a pendant to his watch-chain. The charm Vas
badly damaged by the splinters it had stopped* (T&e Times, 26th October
1929).

Even more significant is the resistance recently encountered by the
Health authorities of Bombay to their measures for combating malaria in
the town. *One of the first steps necessary was the sealing up of the
large number of the mosquito-breeding wells which exist in private com-
pounds, and which are mainly used for religious purposes.* The covering
up of the wells was strongly objected to on the ground 'that by the use
of covers the spirits which dwell in the wells will be unable to gain
entrance or exit. The Municipal Commissioner now announces that in
order to give access and egress to the spirits, brass plates, with fine holes
not more than one-twentieth of an inch in diameter, are allowed to be
inserted in the concrete cover' (Tfa Times, 9th July 1929).